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Abstract

From the age of Nightingale, the gathering of patient-related data has been recognized as critical to evaluate and
advance the nursing profession. However, nursing has failed to consistently and comprehensively identify the core data
needed, to systematically collect the information, and to utilize it. This situation may be the cause of lack of general
knowledge of informatics and computer science by nurses. In the beginning of 1980's Nursing Informatics had been
developed in the USA. This article provides the basic definition of nursing informatics, describes specific abilities that
clinical nurses require to deal with nursing information, and then, explains how the idea of Nursing Minimum Data Set
(NMDS) was conceptualized in nursing, and points out the essential element of the NMDS. The major category of NMDS
consists of nursing care elements, patient or client demographic elements and service elements. NMDS makes it possible
for the nurses to collect, storage and retrieve the essential, comparable and core nursing data to improve the quality and
efficiency of nursing care.
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